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7 CHILDREN'S TV: LESS INFO, MORE VIOLENCE

¢ The amount of educational children’s television dropped
f dramatically in the 1980s, and violence continues to be highest
« on children's TV.

Kids’ shows most violent
Number of vlo.l;?.t ac
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rogramming slips

11 hrs. Average hours
15 min. per week of
children's
educational
programmin,
on ABC, NB!
and CBS
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' FCC cracking down on stations
13hat lack quality programming
oo

WASHINGTON — Kids may
ink they’ve never had it so

casters to air “educational and
informational programming” for
children, Congress and the Fed-
eral C ications Cc i
sion largely left it to broadcasters
to decide what that meant.

“For three years the act was
ignored,” Carol Rasco, a top
domestic policy adviser to Presi-
dent Clinton, told the National
Summit on Children and Fami-

From the 24-hour Cartoon
work and Nickelodeon to the
Chiidren’s Network, chil-
n have more television tar-
ed at them than ever. X-Men.
nage Mutant Ninja Turtles.

by the Bell. Full House. lies in early April. “The same
Simpsons. The list goes on  kinds of fc who informed us
8 that ketchup is a

were
happy to certify G.I Joe as an
educational televigsion m."
People have compisined about
television’s effect on children
almost since the first black-ai
white scts began aprerinc in the
late 1940s. But the subject is
especially volatile today. TV
viewing 1s now cpnndereg a key
cultural indicator, a likely ewlprit
for everything from to
low test scores, to record-high
murder and suicide rates among
American children.
There's a growing movemept.

oase, critics of chil-
be gy, more is Jess.

three major net-
Yy showing 11 hours of

Ing to Squire Rushnell, a
it vice president for chil-
s television at ABC. By
g such programming had
el to less than two hours a
. “It's less than an hour
,” Rushnell says.
Ldmme‘mfvision “tod?y
nai duo equivalent of a
inkik, Kids. it di

siga violence a public

ende of any
reatl santant P anoa Wékiat thot naddc ac mrdh Ao

by health experts to label m )

WATCHING TV — AND YOUR KIDS
Experts on children and television suggest ways parents can

try to counter the negative effects on children of walching television:
B Help your ohlld meke a time I8 Don't use television as a
Mddd'l!vmmm.* nrdot

work, play, TV-watching, Encowrage ohild to
Discuss what to sliminate and MMM
what to replace it with. and

8 Set & weskly viewing Simit. 1 Enplain Jo the child the vai-
Let your child programs  ues your family hoids about sex,
at the beginning of the week. drugs, aloohol and the ireat-
Astign polnts to programs snd ment of the less-forlunsts.
give the child a totel to spend 1 S0t 8 good sxample. Too
woskly. you don't many parenis compiain

went your child 10 watoh can their children’s viewing habits,
“‘cost” more but watch whatever is on.

1 Weloh with 0 Adogpt a TV sinlion. in
children and talk about whet you N and commu-
990 30 they leern there are other ity have teamed up to
ways of looking at what's on. Children’s programming
0 Weloh st least one episode  at local siations and meet with
of your chiid’s favorite shows to  station officiels to diecues thelr
fearn how violent they are. Talk conoerns. For more information,
about why the violence hap- write the Center for Media Edu-
penad and the pain it causes. cation, P.O. Box 33036, Wash-
Ask child how conflicts can , D.C. 20033-0039 or oall
be sg&vod without vlom (301) 270-3379.

B8 Explein to your how Seurces: Pref, , Unlvarsity
TVviclncaln Taked” uang LS S ER
stunt men and other

PROGRAMMING SU

Concerned about what's on
television for kide? How many
hours of educational and infor-
mational programming — and
what kinds of shows — should
stations broadcast? You can

which Is trying to answer thoss
questions as it considers
tougher rules for children'’s tele-
vision, The deadline is May 7,

[

TIONS

but the FCC will accept contri-
butions until June 7.

Write to:
Chiidrens’ TV MM Docket No.
83-48

Secretary.
Federal Communications

Commiasion
Room 222
1919 M St. NW
Washington, DC 20554

television is more violent than
ever and dffers fewer opportuni-
ts and
fesearchers complain that chil-
dren are routinely presented with
types

about women,
ties, the and elderly
skewed values about sex,
and alcohol.
'L His is not something our par-
were up against. . . . [There
e} urder and nude scenes all
jme,” says Karen Zink-
: e, a Catonsville, Md.,
othver of three who is part of a
ide movement, Campaign
for Kn'gs TV, that plans to
adopt” lagal stations to monitor
hildren’s programming.

"Wids ses the most violence

School of Communicstion at the
University of Pennsylvania.
Gerbner has been tracking tele-

vision violence since 1967,
‘oounting every time someone
hurts or kills or threatens to do
80, on television shows. The lat-
est count, as of November 1991:
i per hour during
children’s programming on net-
work television, compared to
four violent acts in prime time.
Equally disturbing, some stud-
ies suggest television’s portrayals
of sex and drugs give children the
wrong m .
“For every message on televi-
sion that says, ‘Just say no,’ there
are six that say: ‘Can’t sleep, take
a drug. Want to lose weight, take

Awvsn Taslina a Létla Anven talka

AT

20th Century Fox Fim Corp.

KIDS’ STUFF? The Simpeons’ Is part of an explosion of programs
simed at children. Some complain more isn't better.

Kids’ TV more of a wasteland than ever, critics say

‘Television is a thief of time; it robs children
of critical hours required for learning about
the world, about one’s place in it.’

JOHN CONDRY,

2 Cornell University child psychologist

But Condry argues that televi- characters on the popular sitcom
sion’s worst fault is simply the Married With Children.

time children spend with it. Of
the approximately 112 hours
most people are awake each
week, he estimates, American
children spend about one third
— 40 l:l);m —_ :atching televi-
sion or ing video games on it.

“Regmfvlless of what they
watch, children who are heavy
viewers tend to read less, play
less, be more obese,” says Con-
dry in a scathing indictment of
television publi in the cur-
rent issue of Daedalus, the jour-
nal of the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences.

“Television is a thief of time; it
robs children of critical hours
required for learning about the
world, sbout one’s init,” he

eBviion s worss ot et

B8 a liar. Por thofiit televi-
sion cofamu es.% is
much is false and A3-i- 1

Says Robert Mauro, of Severna
Park, Md.: Dad Al is a “weird
shoe salesman.” His wife Peg “is
mean and takes all his money.”
Duughter Kelly is “really stu-
pid.” Son Bud: I like Bud. I just
think he wants girls.”

Under pressure from the White
House and Congress, the FCC is
cracking down on stations that
fail to live up to the Children’s
Television Act. License renewals
have been held up for stations
that claimed reruns of two car-
toon shows, The Jetsons and The
Flintstones, were educatiosal, It
:; also considering stricter guide-
ines.

Broadcasters cry censorship
but have begun to d

Walt Disney Studios says it
will launch 2 weekly half-hour

- dhildren’s education show. CBS
~A4~4 Reakman’s World, a "90s
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